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a  H u n t e r s  M i s c e l l a n y
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Hunters

of 9 new square,  

 lincoln’s inn,  

 is tHree Hundred years old in 2015. 

tHis Miscellany will blend History,  

anecdote and MeMories to give   

as vivid a picture as possible   

of tHe past tHirty decades.   
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Welcome to our Hunters Miscellany.

We have reached a particularly special milestone, namely  
our Tercentenary. 

This landmark event has given us the opportunity not only  
to reminisce and celebrate our successes but also to learn 
lessons from the past and review how we want to step 
forward into the future.

It is our responsibility to keep evolving so that Hunters 
continues to be a leading Lincoln’s Inn law firm for many 
generations to come; a thought we had very much in mind 
when we joined forces in April 2015 with the long established 
Gray’s Inn firm of May, May & Merrimans. Together we will 
provide even greater strength by ensuring that we continue  
to offer a comprehensive service to all of our clients.

Throughout 2015, we have been celebrating our 300 years 
and the experience that it has given us. In addition, we have 
introduced a number of new initiatives aimed at making sure 
that we continue to do both what our clients want from us  
and what they need from us.

One thing we always planned to do, since the start of our 
discussions regarding the Tercentenary, was to compile a brief 
history. We wanted something in which to share the stories 
and the history of our origins with our friends, our clients 
and with posterity. We are all very proud of our roles as the 
present custodians of a firm with such a long and auspicious 
history. Nevertheless, our Tercentenary is always a reminder 
to us that our history is there to inspire our future.

As a wise man once said: “The farther back you can look the 
farther forward you are likely to see”. Everything we do takes 
the long term view, both for our clients and for the firm itself.

We hope that you enjoy our Miscellany and the story of  
Hunters thus far. We also hope that you will join us for our 
future stories and adventures.

foreword

autHor’s note
Hunters is characterised by discretion; trust; quality of work and people;  

an unusual absence of both short-termism and self-promotion.  
Admirable, inviting, but hardly the stuff of bodice-rippers. So, with an eye to keeping  

the reader alert, your author has spiced up some of the following pages  
with what you may suspect to be artistic licence.  

Such suspect passages are indicated by this symbol:  

Approach with caution. 

Richard Hunter’s 
notebook from 1826

Senior Partner
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1715

The firm that will evolve 
into Hunters begins  
its epic voyage under  
a different name,  
in the second year of 
the first King George. 

As an attorney named 
Ambrose Newton sets  
up shop in Aldermanbury. 
London is plunged into 
darkness by the last full 
solar eclipse for 900 years. 

Hunters History 
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Meanwhile, noted  
couplet enthusiast 
Alexander Pope 
publishes his Homer.

Who is to say he didn’t  
attempt a few drafts of  
an alternative epic first?   

  Declare, O Muse, in what fair-fated hour
Sprang up a firm of such uncommon power
  That Helios himself took note, and made

The trees of Lincoln’s Inn stand in full shade?
  Taking its cue from the celestial sphere

It chose discretion as its ethos; here
  Began an enterprise where always came  
Its clients’ needs before a thirst for fame.

The nascent Newton’s later would evolve
  Under another name of stout resolve

Inspired again by matters astrological,
  Especially (allow the pedagogical)

He who aims shafts tipped with accurate iron,
  The mighty constellation of Orion;

Who, subtly choosing where to aim his bow,
Inspired the like in Hunters here below.        

fragMent froM alexander pope’s ‘Hunter’, london, 1715
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Hunters History

The South Sea Bubble 

Ambrose Newton advised several clients on their 
investments in the South Sea Company, the  
joint-stock company founded in 1711 to reduce  
the national debt. The stock rose dramatically  
before collapsing in 1720, hence ‘Bubble’. Visits 
by the South Sea Company secretary to Newton’s 
residence indicate close involvement, though  
history doesn’t relate the precise details.   

Richard Newton  
joins his father’s firm; 
David Garrick makes 
his debut on another  
London stage. 

1715 saw the earliest reference in 
Chancery proceedings to Ambrose 
Newton practising as an attorney from 
Aldermanbury, where he founded his 
business before its move to Lincoln’s Inn.

The practice moves 
to 7 New Square, 
Lincoln’s Inn, and 
stays put for quite 
some time.  

John Aldridge and  
Ralph Colley Smith  
are established  
at 9 New Square.  
Aldridge was clerk to  
the Mason’s Company,  
the first of a long line  
of Hunters Partners  
to fill this position.

1715 1720 1741 1799 1802

The first stirrings

Richard
  Newton

Ambrose
 Newton

lincoln’s inn

Lincoln’s Inn has sheltered lawyers since 1234, when  
Henry III forbade legal institutes within the City walls.  
By the time of the chaplaincy of John Donne, whose 
meditative bell (which tolls for thee) was inspired by  
the resonant specimen on his chapel, it was already  
a venerable institution.    

New Square, as its name hints, is rather less ancient. 
The building boom that followed the Great Fire saw 
London expand rapidly westwards, and the virgin land  
to the east of the Fields was an obvious candidate for 
development. 

A Bencher named Henry Serle claimed the right to build.  
The Inn disagreed. In 1682 a compromise was reached  
and three sides of ‘Little Lincoln’s Inn Fields’ were  
completed in 1693, the brick chambers being known  
first as Serle Court and then New Square.

From at least 1704 (and probably much earlier) until 1845, 
Number 3 New Square was host to Serle’s Coffee House, 
one of the rowdiest of this recently popular breed of  
public premises. It may come as less of a surprise that 
it also very much served ale, and harboured its share 
of cutpurses; the financial disadvantages of which were 
perhaps occasionally balanced by the provision of regular 
legal disputes on one’s very doorstep.  

In 1799 the firm moved into Number 7, then in 1802  
into Number 9. In 1843 the empty square in the middle 
was laid to garden and lawn, with an agreeable fountain.  
Two of the three survive.  

A perspective view of Lincoln’s Inn 1741

From 1736 Homann 
Heirs Map of London, 
Westminster and 
Southwark  
Image courtesy Motco 
Enterprises Limited

South Sea Stock receipt 
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Hunters History

Richard Hunter, later 
to partner Aldridge and 
Colley Smith at New 
Square, is born in St 
Dunstan’s in the East.

The Meux brewery dynasty was a long-term client,  
never more in need of a sober lawyer than after  
the Great Beer Flood of October 1814. The Horse  
Shoe Brewery in St Giles had rapidly risen from  
10th to 6th in the competitive London Porter market 
when disaster struck. The huge hoops fell off one  
22-foot high vat and its contents burst forth, carrying 
other vats of maturing beer with it. Almost 8,000 barrels’ 
worth of warm beer cascaded into the poor ‘rookeries’ 
around, causing enormous damage and the loss of  
eight lives, all women and children. The toll is taken  
to be miraculously low: one hour later and the men 
would have been home and the casualties far higher.   

John Aldridge acted for the brewery which was 
exonerated of any wrongdoing: those dead had died 
‘by misfortune.’ Subsequent reports made prurient 
claims that the mainly Irish immigrant community 
had made hay while the beer flowed, but none of 
the many contemporary reports mentions this.     

The Meux relationship continued into the Friary 
Meux years, and in 1878 Hunter & Haynes acted  
for the brewery in a case against a publican who 
was accused of adulterating his beer with  
more than a pinch of salt.

The firm passes its first 
centenary milestone. 
Wellington, Blücher and 
a Corsican of (in fact) 
above-average height 
contest “a damn nice thing 
- the nearest run thing 
you ever saw.” Jane Austen 
anonymously publishes 
Emma. The world turns.  

1806 1814 1815

A similar vat, hoops intact 

John Aldridge

Richard
  Hunter

Again you show yourselves, you wavering Shapes,
Revealed, as you once were, to clouded sight.

The parting Nelson, covered in the drapes
That once heralded Victory, the might

Of England’s fleet; now forlorn, sad, bereft     
Of its great Admiral. What leader shall arise 

To hold example up to those still left?
What hand will steer the next great galleon

Trusted by Kings, and Princes, and their spouses;   
Whose figurehead is never to the fore,

But sails on, plaguing no great warring houses
With settlements unjust, and what’s much more 

Dispensing wise advice to all, at least  
Solomon’s equal in regards to Law? 
I see a star arising in the East.  

A mighty Hunter comes. Spirit! Show more!  

As Richard Hunter was born in London, the state funeral  
of Admiral, Lord Nelson was held in the same city;  

while across the North Sea, Goethe published his Faust Part One. 

dedication to Faust, JoHann wolfgang von goetHe, 1806 
(uncHecked translation found at lincoln’s inn)
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conviviality 

If David Bishop, who retired in the late 1990s, is fondly 
remembered as ‘a committed party animal with an 
all-absorbing social life’, and it seems that by at least 
some extant contemporaries he is, it is with approval: 
that’s often how a firm retains its best clients. He’s far 
from the only one.

Legend also has it that Thomas Keith Pinniger 
(d. 1971) spent ‘much of his working day’ in The  
Seven Stars. As long as it was effective, what harm?

David Francis Rutherston (joined 1970) is recalled 
as driving to work in a Rolls Royce for 10.45 each 
morning, reputedly as a result of his fondness for 
‘partying late into the night’: again, all to the good if 
the clients followed. 

Alan Philpotts (retired 1971) is also a regular feature 
in convivial reminiscences; he led the line from the 
front and only the fittest kept up. He employed his 
vast network of City and Turf Club acquaintances  
to the benefit of Hunters, and was responsible  
for attracting – and keeping – a large number  
of important clients. Luckily he didn’t have far  
to go home, combining his energetic imbibing  
with a committed role as churchwarden of his 
Islington parish. 

The celebrated ‘Outer Office’

Perhaps taking its cue from the Meux connection, 
a spirit that seems to have prevailed throughout 
the years is one that may most tactfully be called 
conviviality. It’s still abroad, though very much 
watered down.

Central to many of these tales was the ‘Outer Office’, 
better known as the Seven Stars. For a long time  
it was the sole preserve of Partners, and memories 
abound of the ‘Iron Maiden’ pissoir, the ancient  
legal wig shop that once shared the premises and 
the magnificently named Roxy Beaujolais, landlady.    

Another venue was the mess hall of the Territorial 
Army HQ, scene of many a festive shindig. The less 
official ‘Hunters Social’ was rather more frequent, 
occurring pretty much every Friday and once ending 
up in Portsmouth Harbour (a jaunt which one 
Partner recalled as having ’cost him a gold bracelet’ 
on his sheepish return home).      

More frequent still may have been ‘The W Club’, 
where those taking the (well-named) down train 
towards Winchester would down a double at every 
station beginning with W. That’s rather a number. 
Neither the tradition nor the on-board saloon are 
so much in evidence these days, though while the 
stations and initiative survive, hope springs eternal. 

12
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Hunters History 1833 elsewHere in britain

Richard Hunter joins 
the firm at 9 New 
Square alongside John 
Aldridge and Ralph 
Colley Smith; they 
are joined in 1834 by 
Frederick Gwatkin. 

John Aldridge dies: his will 
names his friends and 
Partners ’Ralph Colley 
Smith and Richard Hunter 
of Colley Smith, Hunter 
and Gwatkin, Lincoln’s Inn’ 
as executors and trustees. 

Ralph Colley Smith dies a 
bachelor, leaving a huge 
estate and the contents 
of 9 New Square. The now 
well-established firm leads 
with the name Hunters for 
the first time.  

Hunters expands 
its operations 
to Australia, a fast-
developing land now 
much in need of 
experienced lawyers. 

1833 1839 1847 1850

Richard
  Hunter

John 
Aldridge 

Ralph  
   Colley 
Smith

Richard Trevithick, William Wilberforce and  
Edmund Keen all breathe their last. 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson publishes The Lady of Shalott.  
These things don’t always emerge fully-formed the first time. 

fragMent of tHe lost ode to the attorney  
by alfred, lord tennyson

On either side of New Square stand
Buildings renowned throughout the land

For housing lawyers by whose hand
The world doth bow to law’s command:  

And Hunters hath such brains.   
So great grey walls and modest towers

O’erlook a space devoid of flowers
As those brave brains spend many hours

Relieving clients’ pains. 

As great men both of science and art
Noble reformers of great heart

And actors all must play their part
And move on, letting others start

To take the leading reins;

So must Hunter, Smith and Gwatkin   
Evolve to be sure they’re catching

How their sev’ral roles are matching 
All their client gains.  

Alfred, Lord Tennyson
Hoares Bank ledger showing 
an account opened in the 
joint names of  Colley Smith, 
Richard Hunter and  
Frederick Gwatkin
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MeMories – early partners

a firM’s reputation rests on people – specifically tHe lawyers tHat 

Make up tHe partnersHip. Here are soMe MeMories of ours. 

John Hunter 
The nephew of Richard Hunter, he was articled in 1850, 
admitted as a solicitor in 1855 and rose to Partner in  
1860. When his uncle retired in 1878, he became  
head of the firm. 

John Hunter was a Senior Partner in Hunter & Haynes, 
and left the practice in 1900. His gazetteer must have 
naturally fallen open on E: he lived near Epsom and  
retired to Exmouth. Presumably he also considered 
Eastbourne.  

Edmund Child Haynes 
Edmund Haynes was admitted as a solicitor in March 
1871, eventually becoming a Partner in Messrs Hunter,  
Gwatkin and Haynes of 9 New Square, Lincoln’s Inn. 

He regularly graced the letters page of The Times until 
his death on May 1, 1910, and it was noted in his obituary 
that he was a High Wrangler in the Mathematical Tripos  
at Cambridge.

He is remembered in the writings of his son, Edmund 
Sydney Pollock Haynes, for rescuing two young boys  
from drowning in Kensington Gardens, and receiving  
‘no thanks, a ruined suit, and a dose of pneumonia’  
as a result. 

Richard Hunter
The first Mr Hunter’s notebook survives, beginning  
when he was just 18. At the other end of his career  
a codicil to his will is full of period colour – one colour  
more than most, as he mentions a silver cake basket  
as a wedding present from his friend Frederick Gwatkin 
and a silver inkstand presented to him by the clerks of 
the practice. Among his many possessions were a large 
engraving of Da Vinci’s Last Supper and a picture of  
that great friend to lawyers, Sir Robert Peel. 

Richard Hunter’s notebook

A selection of documents from the Hunters archives
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Hunters History

In New Square,  
Richard Hunter  
finally retires from  
the partnership  
in October after 
46 years, his second  
son Robert Lewin 
Hunter having been 
admitted a solicitor  
two years earlier. 

New Square in  
mid-C19th, Thomas 
Hosmer Shepherd 

1879 1879

In New Jersey,  
Thomas Edison 
demonstrates  
his ‘incandescent 
lighting’ for the  
first time in public.

Ibsen’s A Doll’s House 
opens in Copenhagen.  
The first English 
translations left 
something to be 
desired.

froM a dark house by Heinrik ibsen, denMark, 1879 

Hunter I’m retiring from the partnership, Torvald. 

Helmer That’s absolutely your decision, Richard. 

Hunter	 I	still	love	this	firm.	But	I	cannot	remain		
 and become the person I need to be.  
 I don’t expect you to understand. 

Helmer	 No,	it’s	fine,	honestly.	I	mean,	 
 after forty-six years, you surely…

Hunter Torvald, entreaty is to no avail. 
 I have to go.  I appreciate it is  
 unnatural to leave one’s clients.  
	 	But	I	must	believe	they	will	be	well 
 looked after.
 
Helmer	 They	will,	Richard.	We	have	capable		 
 younger  Hunters here: your clients  
	 will	be	extremely	well	advised.	 
 And you’ll be back for the Christmas  
 parties and so on, I’ve no doubt.

Hunter Is it me, or is it dark in here? 

Picks	up	a	file	labelled	‘Patent	Application’.	 
Under	flickering	gaslight	they	peruse	it	together,	 
until; 

CURTAIN  
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television listings, allowing 
publication in the charity’s own 
trade newspaper “The Licensee”. 

In family law there are numerous 
high-profile cases on record.  
One might for instance note 
that ESP Haynes secured Evelyn 
Waugh’s divorce from his first wife 
Evelyn Gardner (they were known 
as “He-Evelyn and She-Evelyn”)  
on the grounds of her adultery 
with John Heygate, the news 
editor at the BBC in 1930.

MPs of every political hue have 
stopped off at Lincoln’s Inn for a swift word of advice before 
dashing on to the House of Commons. Tennis players have 
signed off their wills before heading on to the Centre Court 
at Wimbledon. Actors have poured out their hearts before 
weaving their way to The Old Vic. 

All have felt safe in the knowledge that they have found the 
soul of discretion. It’s probably best kept that way. 

Research reveals that, over the 
centuries, the firm has acted for 
a very rich seam of sportsmen 
and women, entertainers, actors, 
politicians, banks, businesses, 
charities and a fairly liberal dose  
of aristocracy. But how many is  
it seemly to mention?

Beginning with banks, Hunters has 
acted for a considerable number 
over the centuries. C Hoare & Co., 
a firm with a history yet longer 
than Hunters’, has been a long-
standing client; while the boutique 
City firm of Murray Hutchins & Co.  
which joined forces with Hunters in the 1970s, brought 
venerable clients such as ANZ Bank and Williams & Glynn’s.  

In the world of charities, Hunters can trace generations  
of  connection with the Licensed Trade Charity (formerly  
The Society of Licensed Victuallers). Hunters successfully 
assisted the charity in breaking the monopoly once held  
by the Radio and TV Times as to the publication of  

 

This much is probably acceptable: Hunters certainly acted for Edward & Mrs Simpson 
during ‘difficult times’, and the relationship is said to have ended several years later  
when Alan Philpott was summoned to meet the Duke at Victoria. Being engaged on  

other client business, he declined to attend. Apparently one doesn’t do so twice.

Folk memory, that unreliable witness, has it that Hunters Partner Richard Corfield  
“had all the royals…”, but doesn’t state in which sense; and the romance of  

Princess Margaret and Peter Townsend is said to have passed through  
Number Nine. We couldn’t possibly comment. 

It is undoubtedly true that current Partner Henry Hood - Viscount Hood -  
is Lord-in-Waiting to our soon-to-be longest-serving monarch. Being unrelated  

to the law, that’s probably fair game: and perhaps that’s where to take our leave. 

If one were to advise the Royal family, would it do to say so?

clients

tHe

question

Royalty

20
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Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes is articled  
to the firm where he will remain for the next 
forty-eight years. 

He was educated at Eton and at Balliol College, 
Oxford, where he was the Brackenbury Scholar 
in 1895. He was articled to his father, then a 
Partner in Hunter and Haynes, on 1 January 
1900 and found the work and atmosphere  
of New Square to be ‘entirely congenial’ for  
the next forty-eight years.

He was an early supporter of the suffragettes 
and contributed articles to feminist magazines.

Holborn Circus circa 1905

One of the many published 
works by ESP Haynes

Hunters History

1900

also in 1900

The second Boer War brings Spion Kop and  
Ladysmith to public attention and causes lasting  
damage to Robert Cecil Hunter, a serving officer. 

The first Zeppelin flies over Friedrichshafen, three  
years before the Wright Brothers take to the air  
at Kittyhawk.  

Frank L Baum publishes The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.  
It wasn’t yet a musical, but the libretto was certainly circling. 

Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes remembered 

Zeppelin first flight, 1900

Spion Kop, 1900

David Garnett often joined ESP Haynes at the oyster shop in Chancery Lane 
where he lunched every day, bringing his own wine. He recalled that,  
after lunching with him,

Right: Dorothy confronts the Wonderful Wizard,   
W W Denslow illustration to the first edition, 1900

discarded verses froM oz 

I could legalise a patent  
For man’s power of flight that’s latent
If I only had more brains.

Now we’ve re-taken Pretoria
I’ve a staff position for ya,  
Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes.

“I used to go away feeling that I should like to  
give thanks to the powers of Nature, or the pagan 
gods, for producing something so rich and strange, 
such an extraordinary being. Conversation would  
not have been fresher or racier if one had been  
eating oysters with a Triton in an ocean cave.”

 
(The Memoir of a Lawyer, p.xv).
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David Bishop started his professional 
career with a small firm called Blundells but then came over  
to Hunters. A man of the old school. As late as the 1990s  
he was to be seen every day at Waterloo queuing for a bus  
in a perfectly tailored pinstripe suit, immaculately furled  
umbrella and a bowler perched upon his never-greying hair. 
Now in his eighties, he still has not changed a bit. 

Roger Nowell joined when his firm, Murray 
Hutchins & Co. merged with Hunters in the 1970s. The last 
Hunters’ Partner to undertake National Service, Roger was 
a dedicated amateur Rugby player and an excellent solver  
of The Times cryptic crossword, completing it each day before 
his long standing secretary, Nora, had finished her first letter.

Mark Tod joined when a few of the private  
client Department of Field Fisher Waterhouse came over  
to Hunters in the 1990s. Extremely hard working and  
exceptionally well organised when it came to his clients’  
affairs, nevertheless his room was always a positive sea  
of papers piled from floor to ceiling. Trainee Solicitors  
were known to get lost in there.

Michael Skrine one of the triumvirate, 
together with John Kennedy and Hugh Woodeson  
(affectionately known as “the Boys”) that assumed control  
of Hunters in their late twenties. Assisted in the resettling  
of the lease of 9 New Square and continued actively to  
promote Hunters’ client interests in Australia.

 

MeMories – past partners

Patrick Stormonth Darling 
served with the Black Watch, rising to the rank of Colonel.  
He joined Hunter and Haynes in 1920, was made a Partner 
in the new Hunters in 1922 and retired as Senior Partner 
in 1954. A keen sportsman, he counted Olympian Harold 
Abrahams among his friends.  

John Austin Brown, survivor of  
both a Japanese POW camp and the capital gains triumph 
at the House of Lords, aimed to be the oldest solicitor  
ever. It is unclear whether he managed this final victory. 

John Maddocks is remembered as  
“a lovely man, strictly teetotal, and very keen on trains, 
full size and scale models.” In 1969 he succeeded Alan 
Phillpotts as clerk to the Worshipful Company of Masons: 
apparently the contrast was felt. 

Louis Guise was made Senior Partner in 1968. 
Among his many accomplishments, that of keeping faith 
with the wearing of spats is, perhaps understandably, the 
best remembered. 

Charles Sandilands was awarded, 
among other medals, a Czechoslovak Military Cross. 
After WW2 he was admitted a solicitor, joined Hunters  
as his first legal post and became a Partner after one  
year. Such a career path is, to say the least, somewhat
unlikely these days.  

John Kennedy took over the reins as Senior  
Partner from Hugh Woodeson in 2000, and continued  
in that role until 31st March 2006 (when he handed that  
baton on to Joe Richardson), seeing through the mergers  
into Hunters of Alexanders and the private client  
department of Dawsons. Despite such achievements, 
John retained a charm and ready light-heartedness that is  
fondly remembered both by colleagues and clients alike.

Graham Ogilvie past Senior Partner of  
Alexanders, joined Hunters in 2000 and retired this year. 
Graham was ever charming and friendly and a consummate 
professional. He was not, however, keen on idle chit chat  
and chose not to have a second chair in his room so that  
anyone visiting him would have to stand whilst in his office; 
- thus possibly pre-empting the “did you have a nice  
holiday” style of questioning.

Hugh Woodeson, Senior Partner from  
1986 to 2000, looked after the Hoares bank business  
and conducted workshops with the managers on the  
financial affairs of divorcing couples. In order to bring  
the scenarios alive, he and a junior solicitor would  
perform a short play, with Woodeson, H acting as  
he aggrieved wife (complete with headscarf) and  
his junior as the bank manager.

During his last six years at Hunters, Hugh Woodeson  
pursued his passion for painting, attending Putney Art 
School and then Central St Martin’s, where he studied  
oil painting. Evidence of his impressive progress may  
be examined at 30 New Square. 

Martyn Daldorph became a 
Partner when Alexanders merged with Hunters in 2000.  
An exceptionally keen and gifted singer, Martyn was for 
many years the Musical Director of the Claygate Choral 
Society. His perfect falsetto voice would always be heard  
at the Firm’s annual Christmas Party when Christmas carols 
are traditionally sung.   

Edward Martineau, formerly of  
Dawsons, led their private client team across the square 
from No. 2 to No. 9. Perhaps something of an eccentric,  
but delightfully so, he retired quite recently to become  
the Master of the Worshipful Company of Weavers.

Painting of No. 9 by Hugh Woodeson
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Hunters 2015

Celebrating 
the merger of 
Hunters and 
May, May & 
Merrimans,  
April 2015 

27
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Hunters bicentenary:  
Hunters is twenty decades old

The occasion attracts attention not 
only from the legal fraternity and 
appreciative clients but also hostility 
from further afield, as the Great 
War introduces a Home Front. 
London is targeted by Zeppelins 
on the night of 13/14 October, one 
bomb scoring a direct hit on 9 New 
Square. A fragment of shrapnel 
remains on a plaque in Reception. 

The raid was so destructive that 
questions were asked in the House 
of Lords on 20th October about the 
ineffectiveness of air raid defences, 
and Arthur Conan Doyle wrote 
to The Times demanding reprisal 
aircraft sorties to Western Germany. 

Their time would come. 

1915

also in 1915

LET us go then, you and I, 

When the airships colonise the sky 

Like a patient pumped plump with helium released to fly; 

Let us go, through certain half-deserted streets, 

Above which aimers target bicentennials          

In antique chambers with litigious shells

And force their Partners into cheap hotels 

(The omnibuses won’t serve these fresh hells) 

Leading to many a tedious argument 

With waiting wives at home about precisely what you meant

By ‘air-raid’.    

Oh, do not ask, “What is it?” 

It’s a new thing where Zeppelins drop bombs on us. One hit

Nine New Square as so many Hunter sons

Were staring at Saxons, Prussians and Huns

From Belgian trenches.    

Can it have been entire coincidence

Or does it make a morbid kind of sense?

In later years lawyers will come and go 

Talking of Hunters’ shrapnel show. 

 

200years

These three articles are mementoes of a Zeppelin raid on London which occurred during the night of 14th October 1915.   
1 (bottom): The handle of the bomb which fell on the roof of 9 New Square, Lincoln’s Inn and destroyed six rooms 
belonging to Messrs Hunter & Haynes.  2 (left):  A piece of the shell.  3. (right): A piece of shrapnel found embedded in  
a bundle of papers, a portion of which still adheres. This bomb was only destructive to property but another fell at the 
same time, killing a Porter of the Inn and damaging Lincoln’s Inn Chapel.

TS Eliot

 

froM the Love song oF r Lewin hunter  

by ts eliot (early discarded draft) 

TS Eliot publishes  
The Love Song  
of J Alfred Prufrock. 

As ever, there were drafts.

28
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In pre-digital days, all files were stored on the premises; 
many still are, in often bizarre but perfectly secure nooks.  

A fascinating by-product of the original production of all 
deeds on pig skin or parchment paper was that, if ever 
those deeds were exposed to extreme heat (as they were 
during the wars), they shrank more than tenfold. No doubt 
many was the time that the client was sat down to be told by 
the Partner concerned... ”I do have the deeds to your house, 
Mr Fotherington-Smythe. They are here in this matchbox…” 
producing, with a flourish, a perfectly preserved ten-page 
conveyance the size of a large postage stamp. 

One long-term and larger-than-life receptionist, June, had  
a mental block when it came to tax expert Mr Toy. 
Whenever someone called for him – client, doctor, wife – 
she would always maintain that there was “no-one of that 
name here…”  

Mr Corfield, though an excellent businessman, occasionally 
needed prompting on the law – whispered through a service 
hatch in his room, by a clerk in an adjoining one. 

The Firm’s operation was not always confined to Lincoln’s 
Inn. Some time in the last century they also ended up 
with storage accommodation at the back of a snooker hall 
in Tooting Bec. Once or twice a year the Partners would 
discard their bowlers and, dressed in their version of casual 
wear, dutifully trek down to Tooting to sort through the 
stored files - no doubt occasionally breaking off for a game 
of snooker. History does not reveal which Partner assumed 
the roles of Alex “Hurricane” Higgins or the great Steve 
“Interesting” Davis. 

More MeMories 

Henry Hood recalls that in his first year, 1984, there were 
always numerous packets of stationery on the stairs 
leading up to 9 New Square and groaning cupboards 
inside. The suppliers knew a good thing when they found 
one, plying the person responsible for ordering with free 
carriage clocks, toasters, microwaves, etc. … allegedly.  
The firm ended up selling on its surplus stationery  
for some time thereafter to every business in the 
immediate locality.

Arthur Moran, retired postman, took his new job 
extremely seriously. He had to stamp the mail and walk 
the City round. On one occasion Williams & Glynn claimed 
not to have received their letter: impossible. Arthur sat in 
their reception until it was, indeed, discovered.   

Many an extraordinary cHaracter Has passed tHrougH Hunters,  

leaving Many a vivid MeMory. Here are a few of tHeM. 

One of the many, many safes Lincoln’s Inn - The Gate House - in 1880 and in 2015
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becoMing Hunters

Hunter & Haynes was 
sufficiently well-known  
to attract a parody from  
HG Wells as ‘Punter 
& Payne’ – but on the 
retirement of ESP Haynes, 
the firm became known 
simply as Hunters. 

Charles Scott-Moncrieff 
wrote a burlesque service 
for the dissolution of the 
partnership in 1922, which 
he claimed to have found 
lying on a pew in St Clement 
Danes Church. Here it is, 
exactly as written. 

1922

The Brewster Memorial Gates, north end of New Square lawn St Clement Danes Church, Strand

collect: O LORD, for as much as it 
pleased Thee in time past to join together 
these thy servants, Robert Lewin Hunter 
& Edmund Sidney Pollock Haynes, in a 
remarkable manner, let it now please Thee 
to put them lawfully and irredeemably 
asunder, that forsaking one another they 
may simultaneously and severally work for 
their own advancement, and as their union 
has been singularly fruitless grant that their 
disconnexion may be rich with increase, 
and let them avoid all recrimination, 
neither turning to the other (except in 
certified sickness) so long as they both shall 
live, according to the promises distinctly 
conveyed to our forefathers Abraham and 
Lot in the Holy Scriptures. AMEN

order of service autHorised to be said on tHe dissolution   
of Messrs Hunter & Haynes.

On the appointed day the Minister, wearing a clean linen surplice, and accompanied  
by Mrs Pennington-Bickford, shall call at 9 New Square, Lincoln’s Inn,  

and shall say in an audible voice the words here following:- 

HyMn

(by Louie Pennington-Bickford; music by the  
Reverend W. Pennington-Bickford)

Children of St Clement Danes 
Pray for Hunter, pray for Haynes 
Doubt of what may be in store 
Makes us pray for Haynes the more. 
And as nothing else will rhyme 
Pray for Hunter all the time.

Haynes and Hunter in the past 
Made a pact that could not last; 
In the ordinary course 
Hunter claims a quick divorce; 
All’s arranged behind the scenes 
No King’s Proctor intervenes.

Orange sweet and lemon sour 
Lay before them in this hour, 
Wherein symbolised we see 
Incompatibility. 
Lest this prove a time of loss 
Grant them, Master, thy divorce. Amen.

At this point oranges and/or lemons will be 
distributed among the clerks of the dissolving Partners. 
Hunter & Haynes will then be taken to the Old Roman  
Bath in Strand Lane and partially immersed.

A Collection will be then made.

Hunter & Haynes will be dried and conducted to their 
several offices where they will proceed to DISSOLVE.”
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The Hunter Tent is unveiled 
at Winchester College, alma  
mater of many a Hunters Partner. 
It is in fact no tent but the most 
magnificent cricket pavilion, 
the envy of visiting teams and 
endowed in honour of the three 
sons of Robert Lewin Hunter. 
The inscription: 

1930

Hunters and wincHester

The Times obituary  
for Robert Lewin Hunter,  
who died 16 May 1942,  
at Mulberry House,  
Winchester, was headed   
“A Distinguished Solicitor”  
and contained the  
following tribute from 
the Lord Chancellor:

“The death of Mr R L Hunter, at the age of 90, removes 
from the record of London solicitors a deeply respected 
name which always stood very high in the profession.  
He was the perfect family advisor – cool, shrewd, the  
very pink of honour, and the very soul of courtesy.  
No man better exemplified in his bearing the famous 
motto of Winchester School “Manners makyth man”  
to which throughout his life he was so deeply attached.  
He remained to the end the hospitable and sympathetic 
friend who was deeply interested in the doings of those 
who were younger. One who 40 years ago was a  
struggling junior with few clients and no assured  
prospects will never forget Robert Lewin Hunter’s  
help and encouragement in early days.”

Robert    
   Hunter

Image courtesy of Winchester College

Painting of Robert Lewin Hunter by Philip de László 
hanging in the boardroom at No. 9 New Square

Winchester College features extremely highly in 
the history of Hunters. Many Partners have passed 
through its halls, often keeping the connection going 
long after the last Speech Day.     

Back in the 19th century Richard Jocelyn Hunter 
put together a football team of old Wykehamists 
in London, so that his London life was not entirely 
dominated by work. Although he died in France in 
August 1918 one of his sons, Michael Jocelyn Hunter, 
attended Winchester as a war exhibitioner in 1930.

Patrick Stormonth Darling was Hon. Sec. of the 
Wykehamist Society between 1919 and 1947; Alan 
Philpotts followed. Frederick Gwatkin’s grandson 
even became Headmaster in the 1940s. 

Robert Lewin Hunter felt such a draw to the town 
that he retired there, finally to take his last breath  
in 1942.

wider wincHester connections 

Winchester College Chapel  Image courtesy Winchester College
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Far preferable to war is the “beautiful, stylised 
version” described by John Fowles, who similarly  
calls it “chess made flesh.” 

Cricket is an abiding passion at Winchester,  
for whom future Hunters Partner JLT Guise once 
scored 278 v Eton at Lords. The Hunters version  
of this ancestral annual contest was for many 
decades against Farrers, whose own Sir Matthew  
was known to keep score. A cashier who scored  
a memorable century in 1926 was still not  
out at Hunters 54 years later. Coincidence? 

The first woman to play in Hunters’ cricket team  
was Sue de Candole, who at the time of writing is  
with a firm whose first three letters are BAT.  
Again, coincidence? Or spin? 

war

There has been regular warfare and many  
a battle since 1715, including as we’ve seen a 
notable one in the centenary year and several 
around the bicentenary. 

War was especially cruel to Robert Lewin Hunter 
as three of his sons were casualties. The Hunter 
Tent inscription chooses not to make it explicit 
that Robert Cecil Hunter’s death in 1921 was as 
a result of wounds sustained in the Boer War.

In WW2 Hunters, like most firms, kept things 
going with senior clerks while the younger 
men were at the front. Again, the casualty list 
was high: among Hunters, Robert Arbuthnott 
Hunter (son of Robert Cecil Hunter) was the 
only Wykehamist killed during the D-Day 
landings, and Flight-Lieutenant Geoffrey Colin 
Devas Hunter, DFC, was killed in action in 1944.

cricket

Hunters partner
JLT Guise once scored  
278 v Eton at Lords.
A cashier who scored  
a memorable century  
in 1926 was still at  
Hunters 54 yrs later.

Left: The Hunter Tent at Winchester, 1930   Right: The Hunter Tent, Winchester Day, 2002   Images courtesy Winchester College.
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The windows of 9 New Square have witnessed all 
manner of sights. Here are some from recent decades.  

No. 9 was once ‘blown up’ for an Agatha Christie shoot; 
thankfully, being fictional, the perpetrators were no 
more successful than the Luftwaffe. 

A closer shave was the hurricane of 1987 when the 
‘Trees of Heaven’ fell to Earth, providentially avoiding  
a horticultural apocalypse. Ailanthus altissima came  
to these shores from China during Hunters’ first 
century, and as the name suggests is tall enough  
to have invaded the boardroom had the wind blown  
nor’westerly rather than due north. 

A mother duck and her diminishing ducklings were 
a regular diversion. Every year this urban fowl would 
come and drink at the fountain, her brood of nine or 
ten in line behind her. Over the weeks it would become 
eight, then seven, and so on down to one, like so many 
green bottles. The cause was more likely hungry foxes 
than pet-seeking lawyers, but a poignant memento mori 
all the same.    

As for the agreeable old fountain, despite a vigorous 
defence by Hunters among others it was replaced 
by a rather less agreeable ‘Millennium’ Fountain that, 
following delays, magically morphed into the ‘Jubilee 
Fountain’ one sees today. A silver lining to this concrete 
cloud is the amusement afforded by the repair process 
to the water jets; where the repair man, confident 
of success, climbs inside with a closed umbrella and 
emerges with an open one.

Right, back to work. 

new square tHrougH  
tHe oblong windows

Like many law firms, Hunters has a remarkable 
family tree made up of numerous mergers and other 
interactions. In addition to the merger this year with 
May, May & Merrimans, a major development bringing 
in an additional seven Partners to the combined firm, 
a number of Partners have joined through previous 
amalgamations of varying kinds. For example, James 
and Wilfrid Vernor-Miles joined when their family firm, 
Vernor-Miles & Noble, merged with Hunters in 2011. 
A few years before that, in 2004, almost the whole 
of the private client department of Lincoln’s Inn firm, 
Dawsons, came over to Hunters, bringing into the fold 
seven Partners, including Joe Richardson and Gerald 
Moran who are still very much with the firm. In addition, 
they brought  a number of assistant solicitors, two of 
whom, Louise Walker and Lara Barton, are also now 
Partners. In 2001 four-partner local firm Alexanders 
joined. Two of their then associates, Hetty Gleave and 
Richard Kershaw, are now Hunters’ Partners. And only 
two years ago the specialist boutique firm, Kleins, also 
merged in and Gregor Kleinknecht is now a Partner.

Over the years numerous firms, both small and large, 
have merged in the pursuit of ever-improving client 
service and legal expertise as the market has moved 
from generalisation to greater specialisation. Hunters’ 
desire, as always, is not growth for growth’s sake but 
to make sure that the firm offers what the clients want 
with both expertise and good value. 

Mergers

The boardroom at No. 9 overlooking New Square
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Frank Maddison, who joined the firm in the 1920s as a 
mere boy, rose to become Head Cashier and was still 
coming in to the office over fifty years later, also acting 
as Beadle to the Worshipful Company of Masons for 
many, many years. 

Ron Hebb, who succeeded Frank as both Head Cashier 
and Beadle, would always ask for a little more time in 
which to pen a suitable valediction whenever asked to 
sign someone’s leaving card, but would then always put 
“Best wishes”. 

Mrs Dean, also of the cashiers’ department, had a 
retirement party in the 1980s after over thirty years 
with the Firm. The then Senior Partner, John Maddocks, 
memorably and somewhat inelegantly said “When  
Mrs Dean joined us in the 1950s, very few of those  
here today were already with the Firm. Iris Attrill was 
here, looking much younger than she does now…” 

Tony Goddard, Tax Manager, joined in the thirties, 
served away during the second world war and finally 
retired over fifty years later having sat at the same desk 
in 9 New Square throughout the whole of  his career.  
Pam Davies, secretary to past Senior Partner Hugh 
Woodeson, was another Hunters half-centurion.  
She also took charge of all personnel issues and  
ran the holiday absence list with messianic zeal.

Then there was the possibly longest serving member  
of staff of all, Iris Attrill, who came to Hunters in 1956 and 
left 52 years later in 2008. One of her early duties was 
blacking the fire grates; there was to be coal in the rooms 
for at least her first decade, and gas in the street lights 
outside until the 1980s.    

Iris recalls a cast of colourful characters. The one-legged 
Charlie Fleet, litigation manager; Vera Felix, the spinster 
daughter of a vicar, and “Cuddly Jack”, a huge Jonah Lomu 
lookalike who was the life and soul of the Seven Stars;  
a lady called ‘Fitz’ who liked a drink or three and bore more 
than a passing resemblance to Joyce Grenfell. 

For 25 years Iris was secretary to Paul Almy, who wrote 
the following on her retirement in 2008:

 “On 30th May my girl is leaving me.  
We’ve been together for over 25 years. 
Recently had our silver anniversary.  
Quiet affair. No fuss. We’re not ones for 
grand gestures. We drafted a deed together.  
I gave her a small tape. She brought  
me a coffee. Simple pleasures.”

More MeMories

over tHe decades Hunters Has attracted a loyal and dedicated  
adMinistrative staff, often naMed in partners’ wills.

A selection of Hunters ledgers from 1937 - 1968
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Hunters is 250

Bob Dylan is 24, and causes 
outrage among the folk 
community when he  
“goes electric” at the  
Newport Folk Festival and  
on the seminal album Highway 
61 Revisited. There were 
several out-takes, some  
only now surfacing.

1965

BaLLad oF a thin Firm froM 
tHe lincoln tapes, london 1965

He walks into New Square with a guitar case in his hand

You meet him in reception and you say,  
“May I help you, young man?”

He tells you his problem and you quite understand

What you will advise him to say to the traditionalist junta; 

Because something is happening and you have  
a shrewd idea of how you might assist,

Don’t you, Mr Hunter?

He raises his head and asks, “Is this where it is?”

And you say “it depends on how you define ‘it’  
but very possibly, viz…” 

He interrupts with “What’s mine?” and you say  
“Well indeed, what is?

But I think we can safely agree that the intellectual property 
in your image and repertoire resides with you,  

not the expectations of the punter.”

Yes, something is happening and you have  
a shrewd idea of how you might assist,

Don’t you, Mr Hunter?

Right: People relaxing and sitting on deck chairs  
in the gardens at Lincoln’s Inn Fields, circa 1966
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PAuL ALMy
Paul joined Hunters as a trainee in 1980, became a Partner 
in 1986 and Senior Partner in 2011. As a fourth generation 
solicitor he only ever intended to complete his two-year 
training contract with Hunters before joining his father’s firm  
in South Devon. Thirty-plus years later he still hasn’t  moved, 
and now his daughter is to be married in the Chapel in  
Lincoln’s Inn with the reception being held in  the Inn’s  
Great Hall. It’s a perfect place to work and, indeed, play.

LARA BARToN
Lara joined Hunters in 2004, became a Partner in 2009,   
and specialises in private client work. Aside from work,  
she is most passionate about food, travel, the wilds of Britain, 
climbing mountains and persuading her family to follow suit!

JACky CLEMENTS
Jacky joined Hunters as a newly qualified solicitor from  
Withers  in 1977, only intending to stay for 2 years. She 
became Hunters’ first woman Partner in 1989. Initially  
doing a broad range of private client work, her focus is  
now mainly on residential property.

Interests outside the law include classical civilisation, Japanese 
language and culture and following her son’s sailing career.

MARy ELLIoT
Mary joined May, May & Merrimans as a trainee in 1988 and 
became a Partner in 1995. Family history is important in 
private client practice, and reflecting on her own, Mary notes 
that she has followed in the footsteps of one great-aunt, who 
was one of the early female solicitors, although not (so far) of 
another, who bred prize-winning greyhounds.

GRAEME FRASER
Graeme joined Hunters as a family law Partner in January 
2013. Aside from advising in complex financial and children 
cases, and being published regularly in law journals, in his 
spare time Graeme runs marathons and avidly supports 
Arsenal.  

HETTy GLEAVE
Hetty joined Hunters in 2001 and became a Partner in 2003, 
specialising in family law and the law of cultural property.  
In 2002 BC (before children), as part of a classic car rally,  
she drove in convoy through Straight Street in central 
Damascus and North Jerash before camping in the Egyptian 
desert and finishing at the Pyramids. Sadly not a journey to  
be repeated any time soon. 

JoNATHAN GoDWIN-AuSTEN
Jonathan has been a Partner of Hunters since he jumped 
ship from Withers in 1997, though he was clearly destined for 
Hunters all along; upon arrival, the then-Senior Partner marched 
him up to the attic and presented him with the probate papers 
of his great uncle General Sir Alfred Reade Godwin-Austen (one 
of ‘Monty’s generals’) – a former Hunters client. And, as Jonathan 
only found out a number of years later, a second cousin 
possessed two sporting fob watches given to him by the  
Hunter family.

Indeed, great uncles, and mountains, have been formative 
influences in Jonathan’s life. Another great (great-) uncle,  
Henry Haversham G-A, produced (in 1860) the first accurate 
survey of the mountain now known as ‘K2’ – but for many 
years known as ‘Mt Godwin-Austen’. 

HENRy HooD
Articled at Hunters in 1984, Henry qualified in 1987 and 
became a Partner in 1991 a couple of days before his  
wedding. Beginning life as a litigator he turned to Family work 
in the mid 1990s and presently leads the 5 Partner family 
team. The only interruption in over 30 years at Hunters was 
his year-long sabbatical in 2005/6 in which he had a wonderful 
time failing to perfect his golf, his cooking, his conversational 
French and his singing.

RICHARD kERSHAW
Richard qualified in 1997, joined Hunters in 2001 and  
became a Partner in 2004. He has built up a thriving practice 
advising on relationship generated disputes. He applies the 
same tenacity, wisdom and sense of humour to his work 
whether at his desk, in Court or – as he is frequently called  
on to do – at home. He is a keen sailor and competes  
annually in the JP Morgan Round the Island race.

GREGoR kLEINkNECHT
Gregor joined Hunters as a Partner in the Dispute  
Resolution and Business Services departments on the 
merger of Mayfair boutique firm Klein Solicitors and Hunters 
in February 2014. An abject failure in maths and sciences,  
he is therefore the only member of his family who is not a 
medical doctor. That did not prevent him though from  
winning a US$1.2 billion banking case recently. Frequently 
sighted in his natural habitat of South Oxfordshire at the  
wheel of some fast car or other … waiting for the RAC.

present partners

 

Paul HettyLara JonathanJacky HenryMary Richard GregorGraeme
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present  

IAN LAyzELL-SMITH
Ian joined May, May & Merrimans in 1990 as a trainee solicitor 
and became a Partner in 2001. He specialises in commercial 
and agricultural property. Married with two children, when 
not working or spending time with his family Ian sings in a 
chamber choir.

JAMIE LESTER
Jamie joined Hunters as a Partner in 2012 specialising in 
complex litigation. He has only ever wanted a career in law 
despite being born into a second generation international 
fashion business. A long-suffering Spurs fan and car 
enthusiast, Jamie harbours a not-so-secret ambition to one 
day owning a Ford Mustang Shelby GT500 Eleanor which his 
two young sons will not be allowed near! 

RACHEL MAINWARING-TAyLoR
Rachel joined Hunters as an Associate in 2010 and became  
a Partner in 2012. She specialises in personal tax and 
succession planning for UK and international individuals, 
including onshore and offshore trust structures, wills and 
cross-border issues. Rachel is a member of the International 
Bar association and was recently appointed as a judge  
of the First-tier Tribunal (Tax Chamber). Rachel will hear  
and determine appeals against decisions by Her Majesty’s 

Revenue and Customs (HMRC) in respect of both direct and 
indirect taxes. If that doesn’t sound adequately busy, Rachel  
is also a mother of two.

JAMES VERNoR-MILES
James qualified in 1997 and is a Partner in our Property team, 
having a wide-ranging residential practice. He still gets a buzz 
from: “Congratulations; we’ve completed. You can go and 
collect your keys”.

After 40 years in London, James now lives in the country; 
benefitting from a remarkable Georgina, three children in 
excellent condition, a standard poodle in need of major 
refurbishment; and an orchard. His most recent extension 
is a road bike, featuring a spare tyre.

His desert island treats would be A Prayer for Owen Meany  
by John Irving; and a pack of cards. 

WILFRID VERNoR-MILES
Wilfrid joined Hunters in 2011 as a Partner having been 
Managing Partner, and the fourth generation of his family,  
in his previous Gray’s Inn firm. Wilfrid is also a professional 
scuba diver (retired) and claims to be the first person to 
traverse the length of Nepal on a motorbike. 

James WilfridIan Jamie Rachel

GERALD MoRAN
Gerald joined Hunters as a property Partner in 2004,  
having been across the Square since the 1970s. An old 
memory is chartering a plane to have documents executed  
in Guernsey so that a big sale was completed that same  
Friday. The pilot let Gerald’s trainee take over for a while  
as she had started flying lessons.

STEPHEN MoRRALL
After training in a Gray’s Inn firm, Stephen worked as a 
corporate lawyer in industry and the City for over 30 years 
before returning to the Inns to join Hunters as a Partner  
in 2011. A keen linguist and traveller, he finds endless 
fascination and challenge in dealing with clients from all  
over the world. Playing late Beethoven string quartets  
provides a harmonious counterbalance.  

DoMINIk oPALINSkI
Dominik joined Hunters as a Partner in the Charities  
& Not-for-profit team in April 2012. Born into a family of 
explorational geologists and civil engineers, the study of 
rocks, bore-hole samples, African flyovers and Middle Eastern 
airports somehow lacked the necessary appeal. Instead, he 
forged a career as a lecturer in London before qualifying as 
a solicitor in 2002. While a lecturer, Dominik would often find 
himself sitting quietly in a corner of Lincoln’s Inn, sandwich  

in hand, thinking how amazing it would be to work in such  
a magnificent place as the Inn. Twenty years on, this has 
become a reality.

ANDREW PARRy
Andrew joined Hunters in 2009 and became a Partner  
in 2012. As the second generation of his family to practise  
law in Lincoln’s Inn, he enjoys advising private clients,  
trustees and the owners of landed estates. Like many 
infrequent golfers, Andrew’s most treasured possession  
is time spent with his wife and family and his proudest 
achievements are undoubtedly his two sons.

JuLIA RICHARDS
Julia trained with Theodore Goddard and spent six years  
at Farrer & Co, before joining May May & Merrimans as a 
Partner in October 2007. Following the merger with Hunters, 
she will have moved full circle from Lincoln’s Inn to Gray’s Inn 
and back to Lincoln’s Inn. Julia specialises in private client law.  
She read History at Southampton where her specialist subject 
was the Holocaust. As a junior she played county tennis and 
was a member of the South West of England squash squad 
but has more recently taken up golf.   

StephenGerald Dominik Andrew Julia
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JoE RICHARDSoN
Joe joined Hunters in 2004, having been a Partner (and Senior 
Partner 2000-2003) at Dawsons of No. 2 New Square for 28 
years.  From 2006-2011 he was Senior Partner at Hunters. 
As an ex-England squash international and England schools 
cricketer, Joe enjoys keeping fit which helps him to tolerate 
the daily commute. 

PETER RoBINSoN
Peter joined Hunters in June 2007 as a Partner, having 
practised law in Westminster for the previous 21 years.  
He specialises in commercial property. In common with  
a lot of his generation he is the first lawyer in his family;  
his maternal grandparents being Gaelic speaking crofters 
from the remote north-west of Scotland – a world away  
from Lincoln’s Inn. 

ALExANDRA SARkIS 
Alexandra joined May, May & Merrimans as a trainee in  
1982, became a Partner in 1989 and has specialised in  
private client law since qualification. Her late father was  
one of the first Armenian lawyers in the country, and four 
other members of her family are solicitors practising in 
London. Career highlights include a trip to Rheims to  
inspect (and sample!) an investment in Champagne. 

CHARLoTTE SIMM
Charlotte joined the firm as a Partner on the merger with  
May, May & Merrimans in 2015. She has specialised in private 
client work since qualifying as a solicitor in 1993. She has 
travelled a great deal and has lived in South America, India, 
Africa and Scandinavia, but for more than 25 years has been 
happily settled in London.

PATRICIA SykES
Having worked at Field Fisher Waterhouse for 22 years, 
Patricia joined Hunters in 1996. Recreational activities include 
visiting and creating gardens, botanical illustration, scuba 
diving, dog handling and fishing – her best catch was 51 
salmon in a week in Russia having braved the helicopters 
and ice floes on the Varzuga.

RICHARD TAyLoR
Richard started at May, May & Merrimans as a trainee in  
1980, became a Partner in 1988 and subsequently went on  
to become Senior Partner before May, May & Merrimans 
joined forces with Hunters in 2015. Richard has always 
enjoyed a wide range of outside interests from cars (modern 
rather than historic) to property development, as well as 
finding time to ski and to enjoy the benefits of relaxing with 
a glass of wine or two in the summer in France.  

present partners

LuCINDA TITE
Lucinda joined Hunters in 1992 after ten years at  
Macfarlanes. She assumed she would leave after a couple  
of years to look after her children and even gave in her  
notice on one occasion but she is still here 23 years later.   
She became a Partner in 2000. She loves working in Lincoln’s 
Inn; her father worked here, she was married here and she 
can see the blossom from her office window.

LouISE WALkER
Louise joined Hunters in May 2004, with the majority of the 
private client department from Dawsons. She started as an 
assistant solicitor, became an associate in 2007 and a Partner 
in 2009. On her marriage in 2008 she acquired the initials 
LAW, which seem very apt! She has two young children and 
her spare time is currently spent keeping them amused.

HAzEL WRIGHT
Hazel joined Hunters in 2013 as a Partner, having previously 
been a Partner and Head of Department in another London 
firm also founded in the 18th century. Working in Lincoln’s Inn 
indulges her love of gardens and history. In her spare time,  
she studies 20th century warfare. The past is an intriguing 
foreign country.

RoBERT WRIGHT
Having started his career in Lincoln’s  Inn, Robert moved to  
Gray’s Inn to join May, May & Merrimans in 2010 and became 
a Partner there in 2013, so the merger with Hunters has 
brought him full circle. He specialises in private client work  
for individuals, trustees and estates and is currently walking 
the entire length of the South West Coast Path: 330 miles 
down, only another 300 to go.

MATTHEW yATES
Matthew specialises in private client work and, having  
joined the firm in 2007, became a Partner in 2012.  
He has taken a well-earned break from TV work since his 
appearances in the ‘90s on University Challenge and  
Fifteen to One but is considering a return to form on  
Pointless, if he can find anyone geeky enough to join him.

Lucinda Louise Hazel Robert MatthewRichardPeter Alexandra Charlotte PatriciaJoe
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testiMonial tHe next generation

It is a rare and considerable achievement for a partnership  
to survive and thrive through 300 years.  

This enjoyable book of Miscellany makes reference to Napoleonic 
and other wars, financial crises from the South Sea Bubble 

onwards, new technologies such as electric lighting and  
heavier than air flying machines, and changing social mores  

such as female Partners.

It also touches on the mutual and very satisfactory long 
business relationships between Hunters and Hoares Bank with 
a photograph of one of their earlier ledgers and mention that 

Hunters have long been lawyers to the Hoare family. 

Whilst the history is precious, it is striking that the book ends  
with reference to custodianship and a determination  

to evolve successfully into the future. 

Congratulations to the past and present Partners of Hunters  
– and good luck with the next 300 years!

Alexander Hoare 
Partner, C. Hoare & Co.

When we were planning how to mark our 
Tercentenary, the first subject we applied ourselves 
to was the legacy that we, the present Partners, 
wanted to leave for the next generation. We are 
all very proud of our role as custodians of a firm 
with such a long and auspicious history. It is our 
responsibility to keep Hunters evolving so that it 
continues to be a leading Lincoln’s Inn law firm 
for many generations to come. Perhaps the most 
important element of this is our ability to keep 
attracting and nurturing the very best young people 
coming into the legal profession – not just the  
future Partners but also the support staff who  
help make sure that the firm operates efficiently 
and effectively, day in and day out. The challenge of 
being in such beautiful surroundings whilst adapting 
to an exponentially changing world of regulation, 
technology and competition is one we relish and 
we’re immensely proud of the team and the culture 
we have here. We have every intention to continue to 
attract the most talented young people throughout  
2015 and beyond.  It is our responsibility  

to keep Hunters  
evolving so that it  

continues to be a leading 
Lincoln’s Inn law  
firm for many  

generations to come.

Senior Partner
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www.hunters-solicitors.co.uk

contact details

Hunters offices at 30, Lincoln’s Inn Fields

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this publication, where accuracy is intended, the 
information contained in it cannot, without further investigation, be warranted as to accuracy or completeness.   
Any opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily the views held throughout the firm ‘Hunters 
incorporating May, May & Merrimans’, and no Partner, representative or employee of such firm accepts any 
liability for any direct or consequential loss arising from the use of this publication or its contents.  
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